A HISTORY OF POLAND
Brzesc Kujawski in 1435, never again to intervene in
the relations between the two countries.
"Wladislaw II. died at Lwow in 1434, at the ripe age
of eighty-three, and was succeeded by his son of the
same name. His Queen Jadwiga, a woman of beauty
and spirit, held in great affection by her subjects, had
predeceased him in 1399; and Jagicllo married three
times after her death. His second wife was Anna; his
third Elizabeth, a widow; and the fourth Sophia, a
princess of Kieff. Although he had strictly forfeited the
crown, of Poknd on the death of his first wife, in whose
right he held it, his reign had been so successful and the
union of the two countries so ardently desired that the
Poles unhesitatingly confirmed and continued him in his
position.
Jagiello seems to have been a man of kindly, if rough
manners, and of inconsiderable stature, A faithful and
graphic portrait of him is afforded by his monument in
die Cathedral of Cracow. During his long reign of
forty-nine years Poland had slowly but certainly won her
place among the leading States of Europe, a triumph
almost entirely due to die statesman-like qualities, the
foresight and sagacity and untiring patience of Jagiello.
In this period Poland met and passed the turning-point
in her history. Her triumphs over the Teutonic Knights
and their ally the Emperor had not been without tneir
due effect on the nationalities then under German
domination. And these in turn, in their endeavours to
free themselves of dependence on Germany, looked to
Poland for succour and support, as a kind of racial
centre and rallying-point of die Western Slavs. Jagiello
had at first encouraged the Hussite or revolutionary party
in Bohemia; in return Hussites had fought on the Polish
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